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MINUTES OF MEETING

INDIAN HILL VILLAGE COUNCIL
May 24 2010

A meeting of the Indian Hill Village Council was held on May 24, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the Council Chamber of the Village Administration building.

Officials present:

Mr.
David T. Ottenjohn, Mayor




Mr.
Joseph Beech, III, Vice Mayor
Mr. 
Daniel J. Feigelson, Council member
Mrs. 
Lindsay B. McLean, Council member

Mr. 
Keith M. Rabenold, Council member








Mrs.
Laura S. Raines, Council member






Mr.
Mark E. Tullis, Council member

Mr. 
Michael W. Burns, City Manager




Mr. 
Donald L. Crain, City Solicitor




Mr.
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk/Comptroller
Visitors present:

Mr. 
Rob Dowdy – Community Press




Mr. 
Don Marshal 4465 Bridgetown Rd. Cinti. 45211
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES:
The Minutes of the regular meeting of April 26, 2010 had previously been distributed to each Council member. Council member McLean made a motion to accept the minutes which was seconded by Council member Beech and was approved as corrected 7-0.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: Council member Tullis directed Council’s attention to a memo entitled “Finance Committee Meeting” dated May 21, 2010. He reported that the Finance Committee met on May 20 to review and discuss several topics in advance of the Council meeting. 
Council member Tullis reported that the Income Tax Receipts received in April totaled $3,782,000 bringing the total year to date to $4,741,000 which is 18.25% less than the amount received year to date 2009. He also reported that $13,500 of Inheritance Tax Receipts were received in April, and an additional $220,000 was received in May. This brings the years total known Inheritance Tax Revenue to $787,000. Expenditures for April are down compared to April of 2009 principally because there were three pay periods in the month in 2009. Total Receipts over Disbursements for the month are $3,197,000.  He also reported that there is approximately $85,000 remaining in the Capital Improvement and Replacement Fund plus the Administration Building construction Bond Fund for the Ranger/Administration building remodeling.  City Manager Burns explained that the one remodeling issue that has to be resolved is the parking lot lighting.
Council member Tullis reported that the sale of water for the month of April totaled $138,000 which was slightly up from April of 2009.  It appears that the Water Works receipts have started to stabilize. Total Water Works Receipts for the month exceeded disbursements by $139,000.
Council member Tullis also reported that the total Cash and Investments are $19,710,000 which is up from the previous month balance of $16,932,000 principally because of the receipt of income taxes during the month. 
Council member Tullis also reported that the Market Value of the investments for both  the Green Areas and the Recreational Fund and the Rowe Arboretum Fund were up slightly from the previous month; there was very little activity in either of these two funds for the month.
The Financial Statement for April 2010 had previously been distributed to each Council member. There being no exceptions noted the Financial Statement was accepted as issued.

Council member Tullis also reported that the Finance Committee reviewed various financing scenarios directed at paying off the balance of the 1988 Capital Improvement Reserve Fund loan which paid for various north Indian Hill water system improvements before that portion of the system was transferred to Cincinnati Water Works.  The subject was also reviewed with the Water Works Committee and both committees expect to finalize a payoff arrangement later in 2010.
Council member Tullis also reported that staff is completing arrangements to replace the soon to be eliminated Billpayer 2000 payment option with a new Automatic Clearing House (ACH) alternative.  Staff is also working on a system for accepting credit card payments for Mayors Court fines and costs. He said that even though there are fees involved it is felt that it would be better to have this payment method available.  Mayor Ottenjohn said that he also thought it would be better to have this credit card capability so that it would eliminate issues of tracking payments for Mayor Court fines. 

Council member Tullis also reported that the Finance Committee briefly discussed the Rowe investment policy and asked staff to set up a review meeting with interested Rowe Arboretum committee members at a Finance Committee meeting. He said this was necessary particularly since the Village was cutting the Rowe Arboretum budget by $30,000.  The meeting will be held at the next Finance Committee meeting.  He said that all members of Council are welcome to attend the meeting.
Council member Tullis also explained that City Manager Burns reported to the Finance Committee that he has received preliminary rates for the upcoming health insurance renewal, and the increase is substantial.  City Manager Burns and Mrs. Weber will be working alternative plans and strategies to lower the overall cost to the Village.  This will be discussed again at the June committee meeting.


 LAW COMMITTEE REPORT: 
Council member Rabenold directed Council’s attention to a memo entitled “Law Committee Meeting” dated May 18, 2010.  He reported that the Law committee met on May 12 to review a number of items prior to the Council meeting.
Council member Rabenold explained that the committee discussed potential candidates to fill a vacancy on the Board of Review which hears appeals related to the enforcement of the Income Tax ordinance.  It was also determined that the entire three member board needed to be confirmed for the rest of the current Council term. It was agreed that Messers James Ellerhorst, John Kruse and Paul Riordan will serve on the Board of Review for a term expiring November 30, 2011.
“A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REAPPOINTMENT OF JOHN KRUSE AND PAUL C. RIORDAN, AND THE APPOINTMENT OF JAMES ELLERHOUST TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW’ was presented and read.


Upon motion by Council member Rabenold, seconded by Council member Feigelson the resolution was passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Ottenjohn declared Resolution No. 06-10 adopted.


Council member Rabenold said that City Manager Burns and Mr. Crain provided the Law Committee with a recap of the next steps in  union negotiations with the Patrol Officers. This was done in executive session.

Council member Rabenold also reported that City Manager Burns advised the committee that representatives of the Indian Hill Winter Club met with him regarding some proposed amendments to the current ground lease for the 3.889 site adjacent to Grand Valley.  Council member Rabenold reviewed pertinent parts of the resolution.  He explained that the first change was in the language involving the calculation during any renewal period. He said that the second change is to Section 13 (b) which limits the Winter club to obtaining a liquor license for the sale and consumption of beer and wine only. There are some very limited occasions when members have events at which they would like to serve other alcoholic beverages. He said the wording has been changed so that other alcoholic beverages can be served with prior approval from City Manager Burns.  He also explained that the current lease requires the majority of the members to be Indian Hill residents and this has been changed so that the majority of the members have to be members of the Indian Hill School district. He said that the current lease requires that 64% of the board be represented by Indian Hill residents.  This is being changed to Indian Hill residents being required for 51%.
“AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE GROUND LEASE WITH THE INDIAN HILL WINTER CLUB, INC., AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY” was presented and read.


Upon motion by Council member McLean, seconded by Council member Rabenold the rules were suspended by unanimous roll call vote. Upon motion by Council member Rabenold, seconded by Council member Tullis the ordinance was passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Mayor Ottenjohn declared Ordinance No. 03-10 enacted.

Council member Rabenold also reported that City Manager Burns advised the committee that he had a discussion with Rob Sibcy regarding how the Village could assist realtors with the marketing of the community.  Mr. Sibcy suggested that the Village develop a dot.com website mostly dedicated to marketing the community to interested buyers. City Manager Burns will pursue this idea for future discussion  with Council.

Council member Rabenold also reported that the Hamilton County Health District denied a variance filed by a resident to allow the resident to install a new leach field rather than a mound system for his septic system.  He also reported that the committee heard a brief update on the Anderson Township Martin-Marietta mine case.  There has been no action on the application, but the Township is proceeding with an update to the community master plan.
GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Council member McLean directed Council’s attention to a memo entitled Grounds Committee meeting dated May 20, 2010. She reported that the Committee met on May 19 to review and discuss several topics in advance of the Council meeting. 

Council member McLean reported that Mr. Kipp provided a project status report. She explained that Mr. Kipp’s report centered on new outdoor lighting “bright light” issues at the Administration building, which are still being assessed and evaluated. Shields, different light source bulbs, different light fixture glass/textures, and/or totally different light fixtures are being reviewed by a third party lighting consultant.  The Village has appeared before the Indian Hill Planning Commission and the Village is working very hard to make the lights not so bright.

Council member McLean also reported that Mr. Chadwell provided a departmental activity report which included typical activities for this time of year.

Council member McLean also reported that Mr. Kipp provided a summary report on the May 17, 2010 Grand Valley Advisory Committee meeting.  She reported that a lot of work has been accomplished since the property was purchased.  A number of current projects are being put on hold due to the budget constraints.


Mayor Ottenjohn explained that City Manager Burns will re-priortize a number of the planned expenditures for the Grand Valley, so we can look forward instead of backwards.


Council member McLean also reported that Mr. McQueen provided a copy of his Grand Valley Committee report.  She explained that there will be a change in the dog policy which will be initiated this summer. She said that the dogs will be allowed off leash at the top of the hill by Fletcher Road and on leash everywhere else in the park. 


Council member Mclean also reported that City Manager Burns updated the Grounds Committee on the recent Veterans Memorial committee discussions.  City Manager Burns advised them that John Bentley has volunteered to prepare a conceptual design for the memorial and the preferred site being considered is the bird sanctuary directly across from the Village Administration building.  The committee has set a preliminary fund raising target of $100,000 and determined that rolling out the conceptual design and beginning fund raising should take place November 11, 2010 and the planned dedication of the memorial is targeted for November 11, 2011.

Council member McLean also reported that the Grounds Committee reviewed the amendment to the Indian Hill Winter Club lease which had been discussed previously in the Council meeting.


WATER WORKS REPORT

Council member Feigelson directed Council’s attention to a memo entitled “Water Works Committee meeting” dated May 19, 2010.  He reported that the committee met on May 19 to review and discuss several topics in advance of the Council meeting.

Council member Feigelson reported that Mr. Marshall provided information on an electric service supply agreement proposal from Dominion Retail. The proposal was for an opt-out aggregation program under two different pricing arrangements. Option 1 proposed a fixed rate of  .0598KWH thru December 31, 2011, with an option to extend thru 2012, if the market conditions remain attractive at that point in time.  Option 2 proposed a 4 month summer rate of $.0655KWH and an 8 month winter rate of $.0569KWH.  Mr. Marshall was of the opinion that Option 2 might be the better alternative. He advised that the Village has maintained its certified aggregator standing with the PUCO, and could initiate the program by simply authorizing the program agreement.

Council member Feigelson also reported that the committee discussed the differences in the Dominion and the Duke Retail Energy proposals. He said that the Water Works Committee decided to recommend accepting Option 1 under the Dominion proposal.  They felt that it was possible that some customers could save money under Option 2, but it was difficult to calculate whether it was a better overall option, and a comparison to the Duke proposal for a fixed rate of  $.069.
  Mr. Marshal then appeared before Council.  He said that he believes that every resident could experience significant savings from the program. The cost to switch back to Duke, if necessary, is zero, there is no switching fee. The program could start in August for residents and they have a month to opt out.  Mr. Marshall explained to Council that he is a consultant for the Village, however, he is compensated by Dominion.

Councilmember Feigelson said that the Village makes no money on this plan, but it does benefit the Village residents so the Water Works Committee recommends accepting Dominion Option #1.  The rate would be good until 11:30 on Tuesday morning, of May 25.

City Manager Burns will put an article in the Village Bulletin and Mayor Ottenjohn requested that this letter be very clear for the residents.


Council member Feigelson also reported that Mr. Kipp and Mr. Adkins provided departmental activity reports to the Water Works committee. He also reported that the committee reviewed various financing scenarios directed at paying off the balance of a 1988 Capital improvement Reserve Fund loan which paid for various north Indian Hill water system improvements. As explained previously, this was also discussed by the Finance Committee and both committees expect to finalize a payoff arrangement later in 2010.  

Council member Feigelson also reported that Mr. Adkins presented recommendations for funding several additional capital projects with remaining bond funds rather than future year capital replacement fund allocations.  Mr. Adkins suggested proceeding with main replacements on Demar Road, Pamlico Lane, and Sanderson Place. The current estimates for these projects total approximately $700,000, but the construction market has remained very competitive, and it is felt that the Village will realize a savings if projects are bid in 2010.  Mr. Adkins also suggested that two other projects should be considered for funding by the bond funds in 2011.  These are the tower liner and related repairs, and repairs to the underground storage tanks. The cost estimates for these additional projects exceed the anticipated bond fund balance by approximately $322,000, but staff believes that most or all of this difference may be offset by cost savings related to a competitive construction market.  The committee agreed to recommend a resolution authorizing the engineering and bidding of the water main replacement projects, but a decision to actually proceed will be dependent upon the results of the bidding.

Council member Feigelson also reported that Mr. Adkins provided details on his revised Water Works 5-year capital improvement program.  Additional discussion on this topic will follow during the 2011 budget review.

“A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A PROGRAM AGREEMENT WITH DOMINION RETAIL INC. FOR SUPPLYING ELECTRICITY TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE VILLAGE OF INDIAN HILL GOVERNMENTAL AGGREGATION PROGRAM” was presented and read.

Upon motion by Council member Tullis, seconded by Council member McLean, the resolution was passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Ottenjohn declared Resolution No. 07-10 adopted.                      
“A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MANAGER TO EMPLOY AN ENGINEER TO PREPARE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR CERTAIN WATER WORKS IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS, ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND AWARD CONTRACTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF SAID WORK” was presented and read.

Upon motion by Council member Tullis, seconded by Council member Beech, the resolution was passed by unanimous voice vote.  Mayor Ottenjohn declared Resolution No. 08-10 adopted.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT:
Mayor Ottenjohn  directed Council’s attention to a memo entitled “Public Works Committee Meeting” dated May 18, 2010. He reported that the Public Works Committee met on May 18 to discuss several issues in advance of the Council meeting.

Mayor Ottenjohn reported that Mr. Kipp provided a project status report, and the committee focused mainly on the Graves Road water main project, and the associated condition of Graves Road.  The road was substantially impacted by the project, both in terms of trench cuts and broken down road edges.  The members asked whether there was any way to use Water Works bond funds to pay for a resurfacing to be completed in 2010. He said that City Manager Burns advised that, while the main project certainly impacted the road, it was in poor condition going into the project, and it is appropriate that the bond project include trench repairs, but resurfacing be done under a capital resurfacing project.  
City Manager Burns noted to the committee that this project would jump to the top of the list if any unanticipated funds become available.

Mayor Ottenjohn also reported that Mr. Chadwell provided a departmental activity report for the last month.  The department has been very busy with a broad range of repairs and clean-ups during the late spring.  A copy of the report was attached to the Public Works Committee meeting minutes.


SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT: Council member Beech directed Council’s attention to a memo entitled “Safety Committee Meeting” dated May 18, 2010. He reported that the Safety committee met on May 18 to review several issues in advance of the Council meeting. 

Council member Beech reported that Chief Ashbrock provided reports on Fire and EMS activities for the month of April.  He noted that EMS runs continue to track ahead of 2009, which was a record year.  Madeira accounts for approximately 70% of all EMS runs, and both squads usually deploy out of the Madeira station.  There were a number of minor fire runs during the month, but no loss to structures.


Council member Beech reported that Colonel Schlie provided an activity report for April.  He highlighted several cases. A question was asked about one case involving a person arrested at a specific Indian Hill Road address.  Colonel Schlie advised that the person arrested was not a resident at the address, but rather a passing motorist.  The Rangers previously logged such arrests as occurring in a certain block of the road, but the media has requested the specific address of an arrest, and the open records laws mandate that they be given an address.  It can be confusing, but that is what the law requires. A copy of the report was attached to the Safety Committee meeting minutes.

Colonel Schlie also advised the Safety Committee that After Prom events went smoothly this year.


Council member Beech reported that City Manager Burns and Chief Ashbrock provided the committee with an update on union negotiations involving patrol officers and firefighters in executive session.

Council member Beech reported on the Rangers survey.  He explained that a 50 item survey was sent out to 900 Indian Hill Village residents.  There were 568 responses which is an extraordinary response.  He said the residents had some concerns about speed in their neighborhoods. It was also noted that the longer a resident lived in the Village the more confident they were in the Rangers, the residents felt they were very safe.  Residents that had contact with the Rangers reported that they were treated with respect 99.4% of the time. The summary was a very positive response to the Rangers.

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT: 
Council member Raines directed Council’s attention to a memo entitled “Planning Commission Report” dated May 18, 2010.  She reported that the Planning Commission met on that day to consider three items.


The Commission approved the request to install a new 24’X 22’ high school football scoreboard that includes a video component and LED lighting at the Indian Hill High School.  Council member Raines reported that the Commission found that the new scoreboard would have no negative impact on adjacent properties and that the natural surroundings would provide adequate screening.
Council member Raines also reported that the Commission approved the revised outdoor lighting plan request submitted by Armstrong Church under the continuing jurisdiction of the Planning Commission. The revised plan was submitted due to the simple fact that the existing lighting would not comply with the amended Indian Hill Zoning Ordinance which takes affect on January 1, 2011. 

Council member Raines reported that the Commission found that the proposed plan featured individual zone control, which will allow each lighting zone to be programmed.  The light fixtures are designed to provide 360 degree full cut off to reduce light source, light pollution and spillage onto adjacent properties.

Council member Raines reported that the Village staff provided the Commission with an update on concerns voiced by adjacent property owners regarding the brightness and glare of the new outdoor lighting at the Ranger/Administration building.  Staff presented several options and steps that had been taken to correct the glare of the lighting, which included a new fixture.  The Village also invited lighting consultant Laurie Emery to provide technical advice in what options are available to correct the brightness and glare of the lights.  Several residents also gave testimony and input describing the affects of the lights on their property. The Commission decided that additional time would be needed to study each option, which included additional landscaping, new fixtures and frosted lenses before any action would be taken.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:   City Manager Burns, in his Manager’s, report advised Council that the Memorial Day remembrance will be held at Armstrong Chapel at 10:00 a.m. on Memorial Day, Monday, May 31. Mayor Ottenjohn will give a speech.
City Manager Burns reported that Hamilton County Public Health is hosting a legislative luncheon on June 11 from 11:30 to 1:00.
Mayor Ottenjohn requested Council to provide recommendations for the Grand Marshal for the July 4 parade.

City Manager Burns said that the fireworks contract has been signed and the cost reduced to $13,000.

There being no further business to come before Council, Mayor Ottenjohn declared the meeting adjourned.







Respectfully submitted,
David T. Ottenjohn, Mayor
ATTEST:
Paul C. Riordan, Clerk
